Ruptured femoral vein. A complication of the use of gentamicin beads in an infected excision arthroplasty of the hip.
Despite widespread use of gentamicin beads in the treatment of chronic infections of bone and soft tissue, no serious complications have been reported. This report describes a rupture of the femoral vein which occurred during the attempted removal of a chain of beads after radical excision of a chronically discharging Girdlestone arthroplasty. The patient later had a disarticulation at the hip. In the light of our experience with this and other cases we offer some suggestions as to the positioning of gentamicin beads, as well as the timing and method of their extraction.